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JOHN  MARTINO      “Enjoy Your Visit!”
MAYA  DREILINGER  “American Expressions”
February 2-27, 2010, Reception: Feb 5, 6-8

Khaki Gallery Boston is pleased to present works by two  of its gallery photographers:  “Enjoy Your Visit!” by John Martino, and “American Expressions,” by Maya Dreilinger.   
John Martino was raised in Glassport, Pennsylvania.   As a photographer, he is mainly self-taught.  Although he has taken several courses and workshops in photography, his main focus in college was literature and writing.  He  obtained a Doctoral of Arts in English from West Virginia University in 2000.  Martino photographs in the tradition of “street” as opposed to “studio” photography.  Roaming the streets on foot, using only available light, Martino photographs the real world.  With intuitive heightened attention, he takes advantage of circumstances around him and frames the images in his camera viewfinder. As he says: “Photography for me is a means to transform the world, not reproduce it.  Although the  subjects of my images consist largely of “chance moments” and “found objects” from the world outside, the photographs themselves are works of fiction.  As such,  their aim is not to document or confirm, but to suggest and entertain…”  Martino develops and prints his own work in the darkroom.  

Maya Dreilinger is an Israeli-born artist living in the U.S.   She received her BFA from the California Institute of the Arts in 2001 and then returned to Israel to continue an ongoing project documenting life in Tel Aviv.  Her work earned her a job as a freelance photographer for the main daily newspaper, the MAARIV.  After returning to Los Angeles, Dreilinger concentrated her efforts documenting the plight of the homeless.     She set up an ad hoc studio at the offices of the Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN), working in the Central City East community of downtown   Los Angeles, commonly known as Skid Row.  She created portraits of homeless and very low-income residents in an effort to change the public perception of poor and homeless downtown residents from one of the negativity to one of strength and beauty and to raise awareness.  As She elaborates: “ I believe this art project can return a dialogue to the humanity of those affected by homelessness and poverty and, in so doing, tell stories and show faces that would otherwise be ignored.  This work allows for the residents of Skid Row to actively participate, through portraiture, in undoing stereotypes placed upon them by media and others.  Along with the portraits, the subjects are given questionnaires, with queries similar to those  that the American Express advertisements posit to celebrities.    Instead of glorifying celebrities, however, I have chosen to glorify and celebrate the resilient individuals of Skid Row.”  Dreilinger‘s photography was most recently included in the Women in Photography International 100 Year, Turning Silver Archive. In 2008, she attended the International Center of Photography in New York City.   Currently,  Dreilinger lives in Israel.  
