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Khaki Gallery Boston is pleased to debut Khaki Performance Project a new continuing program which begins with “Dance-Away,” a collaborative exhibition of dance performance led by Leslie Appleby with sculptural installation, costume design and paintings by Nahid Khaki in the newly renovated gallery space in Boston. The public is encouraged and invited to participate in this performance. 
By bringing dance, movement and performance to SOWA community, and using dance and movement as tools for promoting body awareness, self-expression and spiritual healing, Khaki Gallery aims to initiate a process of art making through communication and collaboration with the public. The purpose of this project is not only to involve the community in the process of art making but also to reject the idea of art as a commodity which is to be consumed by the general public rather than created or empowered by the public.  Through dance and choreography the participants are encouraged to have social interactions enjoying a relational experience or relational aesthetics while promoting individual body’s desire for freedom and self-expression.
Leslie Appleby has been a Nia Black belt teacher and a choreographer for the past decade.  Nia is the art of movement of the body and blends dance, martial arts and healing arts to attune the body, mind, emotion, and spirit.  Appleby explains: “Nia is a cardio group fitness dance class that incorporates the martial arts and healing arts.  As an ongoing practice, Nia promotes mindfulness and holistic fitness and well-being leaving you energized, mentally clear and emotionally balanced.” Appleby obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Radio, TV and Film in 1986.
Gallery owner, Nahid Khaki is an Iranian-born artist who has been active as an artist for the past three decades while living in the USA since mid 1970s.  Khaki has been has been the director of Khaki Gallery in Wellesley since 2005 and in Boston since 2008 and has exhibited works by many emerging artists.  Khaki obtained her MFA from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston/Tufts University in May 2015.  She also received a BA, BFA and MA from UT Austin 1982-1988.

